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COUNTDOWN TO
BOBCAT BUILD
By Elena Lara and Ashley Yosko
With Texas State’s 16th annual Bobcat
Build event approaching on April 7,
the organization is currently recruiting
volunteers and taking applications for
jobsites throughout Hays County.
Bobcat Build is one of the largest, oneday community service projects in the
state of Texas. It also serves as a way
to say “Thank You” to the San Marcos
community, strengthening the bond
between the students and
the community.

Marissa Trevino, communications senior
and co-director of Bobcat Build, said
she thinks it’s important to look beyond
university life and give back to
San Marcos.

“As students, we’re stuck in our own
bubble of school life and student life,”
Trevino said. “(Bobcat Build) is a great
opportunity to let them know we care—
that we’re not just students.”

This year, Trevino expects approximately
4,500 volunteers help out during the
four-hour event.

“It’s grown because of word of mouth,”
said Trevino.

Trevino said there is more to Bobcat Build
than just the day of the event. There is
a lot of preparation that goes into this
event, extending throughout the year
with several other service projects.
The organization is also expecting over
300 jobsites within the Hays County
community. These jobsites consist
of a variety of service projects such
as landscaping, painting, or clean-ups
at residents’ homes, schools, parks,
churches, and other
non-profit businesses.

“We’re really diverse in our application,”
Trevino said. “We don’t really turn
anybody away. So far, we have always
helped everybody.”

However, in order to keep the volunteers
safe, Bobcat Build implements a
background check on possible jobsites.
There are also some requirements for
jobsites to keep in mind, all of which are
listed on the organization’s website.

A few requirements are: running water,
first aid kits, parking, and restrooms must
be available for volunteers; there cannot
be any dead or alive animals near where
volunteers are working; and residents are
welcome to ask volunteers back if tasks
are not completed in the four hours.
The Bobcat Build event is
an opportunity to create
a tradition of pride and
service by bridging the
gap between the Texas
State community and the
residents of San Marcos.

“It builds character,” Trevino
said. “Once you do it and
experience it, you want to
come back and help.”
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The organization’s mission and vision to create a
tradition of pride through four-hour service projects
has continued to resonate with students, faculty, and
the San Marcos community to this day. Bobcat Build
has become an opportunity to bridge the gap between
students and residents.
Laura Arsto, biology junior and co-director of Bobcat
Build, said the experience serves to get students
outside of the comfort of campus life.
“Students benefit from getting to know what’s
outside of this snowglobe effect of being on
campus,” Arsto said. “There’s so much more
out there.”

The organization strives to grow continually,
increasing its number of volunteers each year
by 500. And it doesn’t stop there. The need to
help encourages the organization to seek out
more jobsites each year as well.
This tradition has not only helped the
community, but it has caught the eyes of
local businesses who appreciate Bobcat Build’s
impact. For example, Dos Gatos Kolache
Factory has been a sponsor to the event,
contributing breakfast to the hard-working
volunteers. Several other sponsorships have
seen the promise of this tradition and have
also continued to help and support with their
different types of contributions.
Bobcat Build’s development has been
made possible due to the bond with
the community that’s been fostered
over the years. Volunteers help all
around Hays County, inclusive to
all jobsites such as residential areas,
churches and non-profit businesses. Bobcat
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Laura Arsto

Sophomore
Social Work
Years in Bobcat Build: 2

Bobcat Build started 15
years ago to save the
world, or at least save
the San Marcos community.
Despite the university’s
name change and constant
renovations, one tradition
remains the same.Through this
service event, Bobcats have been
making and will continue making a
difference in the community, even if
it means simply painting someone’s
fence. Bobcat Build has shown that
Texas State students care about their
community—about their home.
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Here are some fun statistics
we collected about the
Bobcat Build event
last year!

“We’re all young and we’re all trying to
save the world,” Arsto said.

The 16th annual Bobcat Build will
take place April 7. Volunteer and
jobsite applications are available on
the organizations website. For more
information about Bobcat Build and how
you can become involved, please email the
organization at bobcatbuild@txstate.edu or
call (512) 245-4245.
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Bobcat Build has made awn impact in the community,
especially in times of need. It has provided flood relief to
San Marcos residents in the past, helping remove debris
and start anew.
“A lot of homes flood and they can get really bad, so
that’s what we’re here to help with,” Arsto
said. “It makes us feel like we can
make a difference.”
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The event has created an open line of communication
and connection with people who would never have met
otherwise. Volunteers have gotten the opportunity to
listen to people’s stories and understand
their experiences.
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Build has always tried to accept all jobsites and help
as many community members as possible.
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was known as Southwest Texas State. The very first
community service day was simply a small-scale preview
of what the event has become today—the second
largest, one-day community service project in Texas.
Since its conception, the organization has grown
from 700 volunteers and 40 jobsites to nearly 4,500
volunteers and over 300 jobsites.

The first Bobcat Build event consisted of washing
school buses, building a garden for a Head Start school,
cleaning a greenspace, playground clean-ups, working at
the animal shelter and a number of other services.
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Texas State University’s Bobcat Build began the tradition
of community service in 2003 back when the university

Based on Texas A&M University’s “The Big Event,”
Bobcat Build allows student organizations and individual
students to perform service projects throughout the
San Marcos community. The event has even received
recognition from U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett.
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By Elena Lara and Emma Chapman
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APRIL EVENTS

Mock Build

Bobcat
Build Banquet

CONTACT:

bobcatbuild@txstate.edu

Phone
(512) 245-4245

Address

700 Moore St
LBJSC 4-7.1
San Marcos, TX 78666

Facebook

facebook.com/bobcat.build.5
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